
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AKE DIKHEA? The Newfound Hope for International Roma-Films 

The second edition of the Roma-Film Festival AKE DIKHEA? came to an end yesterday, 
bringing in about 600 viewers, 30 international festival guests, and three awards. 

Berlin, December 11th, 2018 

Yesterday evening, the Roma-Film festival AKE DIKHEA? (Romanes - which translates to English as 
“Do you see?”) concluded with a dinner. With the presence of 40 festival guests, important figures of 
politics and culture in Berlin, along with the festival team, three films were awarded: 

The prize for Best Film went to GHETTO BALBOA and the director Árpád Bogdán. The empowering 
documentary film captures the rise and tough journey of boxer Zoltán Szabó from living in a Roma-
Ghetto in Budapest to becoming a professional boxer.  The Best Short Film award was given to the 
Bulgarian film THE SON and director Hristo Simeonov, with the award being accepted by main actor 
Borislav Rusev. The Public Choice Award was given to TAIKON, a documentary film about Roma 
activist and writer Katarina Taikon, with the award being accepted by director Gellert Tamas. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

         Winners from left to right: 
         Árpád Bogdán, Borislav  
         Rusev, Gellert Tamas 
 
         Photo: Stephanie Ballantine 



Árpád Bogdán commented on the Festival Jury’s decision: „I hope the film will motivate even more 
young Roma to stubbornly pursue their dreams  and become professionals in various fields - 
whether as athletes, filmmakers, or teachers.” 

Árpád Bogdán (Director of GHETTO BALBOA) (Photo: Stephanie Ballantine) 

Under the patronage of Senator for Culture and Europe, Klaus Lederer, the film festival took place 
from the 6th to the 10th of December at the Moviemento cinema, and was organized by the Berlin-
based, Roma organization, RomaTrial, e.V.  The ten film screenings, two school screenings, a 
workshop on images critical of power, a panel discussion on Roma and Sinti women in film, as well as 
an AKE-DIKHEA party brought the festival around 600 guests. Approximately 30 international 
filmmakers presented their films, which were produced in a variety of countries, from Turkey and 
Bulgaria, to Hungary and the Czech Republic, to France and the United Kingdom. The film festival was 
sponsored by the Senate Department for Culture and Europe, as well as Stiftung :do. 

 

In retrospect, the art director of the festival, Hamze Bytyçi, presented himself as self-confident:  „The 
second edition of the AKE DIKHEA? Roma-Film Festival has finally managed to establish a space for 
new, self-determined narratives on the Roma and Sinti minorities in film and beyond.” 

 



 

 

       

Q&A with Borislav Rusev and Hamze Bytyçi       Q&A with Gellert Tamas and Veronika Patočková 
(Photo: Stephanie Ballantine)        (Photo: Stephanie Ballantine) 

 

Beyond the usual, stigmatizing imagery, there are still countless stories of heroes waiting to be told. 
Therefore, RomaTrial e.V. will continue to follow the motto #EUROMA, coined by the British Roma 
artist and creator of the festival logo, Damian Le Bas, who passed away in December 2017. With his 
map artworks, Le Bas impressively visualized the centuries-old existence of Roma in Europe. 

The film festival is carried out by the Berlin Roma Self-Organisation RomaTrial e.V. in cooperation 
with Germany’s oldest cinema Moviemento. Funded by the Senatsverwaltung für Kultur und Europa 
and Stiftung :do. 

 

Press contact: 

NOISE Film PR - Kai Hermann – office@noisefilmpr.com - 0152/53450955 

  

 


